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THE BOOK CAMPAIGN. 

The campaign for books for the soldiers 
and sailors was an overwhelming success. 
Instead of the two million books asked for, 
over three million were collected and they 
are still coming in. That Minnesota did 
her share is indicated in the following re- 
port, which shows not only a large number 
of books for a comparatively pioneer state, 
but a state-wide interest. The drive was 
well advertised and many towns where 
there are no public libraries made generous 
gifts, which in many cases must have in- 
volved real sacrifice. Schools, clubs and 
Boy Scouts co-operated in the campaign, 
and the merchants assisted by offering their 
stores as collection centers. In Mankato, 
books were collected by delivery wagons 
through the Retail Merchants’ Association 
and in St. Cloud by the grocery delivery 
boys. The figures given below are com- 
piled from reports sent to the director and 
from newspaper clippings, but are un- 
doubtedly incomplete as some libraries have 
failed to make reports, and books have 
been collected in some towns without li- 
braries and sent to the Red Cross and to 
large city libraries. 

For the most part, the libraries through- 
out the state have prepared their books for 





145 


circulation according to the A. L. A. direc- 
tions, and it is earnestly desired that this 
should be done in all cases. Volunteer as- 
sistance has been received from High 
School and other pupils in many towns, and 
in Minneapolis members of the library staff 
have done the work outside of hours. 
According to directions from headquarters 
books were collected in various centers 
throughout the state, where the local re- 
cruiting officers were said to be authorized 
to procure bills of lading for shipment by 
quartermaster freight to the designated 
camps. ‘Special credit is due to the librarians 
or other agents at these poinis who have 
in some cases handled several thousand 
books at considerable inconvenience. 
Those who rendered this service are: 
Mrs. Margaret McCord, Alexandria; 
Beatrice Mills, Bemidji; Mrs. Clara T. Jones, 
Brainerd; Frances E. Earhart, Duluth; 
Supt. F. E. Lurton, East Grand Forks; 
Sarah E. LeCrone, Faribault; Maud van 
Buren, Mankato; Mrs. Adelaide Wharton, 
Pipestone; Jeannette Clarke, Winona. 


Libraries which still have a considerable 
number of books on hand are asked to re- 
port to the Library Commission at once. 
Supplies will be furnished for preparing 
books for use and shipping directions will 
be sent. Books have already been ship- 
ped from Minnesota centers to Hoboken, 
for shipment to France, and to Camps 
Bowie, Cody, Del Rio, Dodge, Doniphan, 
Funston, Shelby and Travis. 

The collection of books should continue 
as long as the war lasts, as the wear and 
tear on books is very great and a constant 
supply will be needed to fill the increasing 
demand. Keep the matter before your pub- 








lic, and encourage them in the habit of 
passing on popular books as soon as they 
are read. Attic clearings and old magazines 
are not needed, but if received can be 
suitably disposed of. Librarians are request- 
ed also not to ship books to any camp 
without orders from headquarters, as it is 
obvious that so large a system must be oOp- 
erated in co-operation with those in charge. 

Attention is called to the excellent sug- 
gestion on page 18 of War Library Bulletin 
No. 6 regarding magazines on troop trains. 

Everyone who had a share in this work 
must have felt repaid on reading the last 


War Library Bulletin showing the splendid 
organization of the library war service and 
The following 
extract from a letter received first-hand at 
the Library Commission office from “some- 
where in France” adds one more testimony 
to the appreciation of the libraries;—‘“I 


its far-reaching influence. 











have benefited at times from your labors ip 
collecting books for the soldiers, ang as. 
sure you it is a most worthy cause, Yoy 
have no idea how much “time of the sort 
that is not money” the average soldier has 
on his hands, not when he is in the 
trenches but when he is back “en repoge” 
as the French say. 
was a Freshman, I read the first section 
of Matthew Arnold’s Culture and Anarchy, 
the part called Sweetness and Light. {It 
made quite an impression on me, and J gl. 
ways wanted to read the whole book, but 
never got a chance. 
the book in an Army Y. M. ©. A. hut ip 


the course of my travels, 
through. 


By the way, when | 


Well, I came across 


and read it 


I little thought five years ago 
when [| studied the first chapter, that | 
should read the others under such circum. 
stances.’ 
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CAMP LIBRARIANS WANTED! 

An appeal has been sent out for men to 
take part in Camp Library Work: 

1, For men librarians who will go into 
Library War Service. 

9, For names of men formerly connected 
with library work, who might be secured 
for the Service. 

9 For names of men not in the pro- 
fession, Who are not subject to military 
service, Who with a little formal instruc- 
tion might be useful in camp libraries. 

Camp Library work needs men of real 
executive ability, men who know books, not 
merely as scholars, but who can see and 
solve the problem of getting the right book 
into the hands of every man in the camp. 
It needs men of common sense, of some 
dignity, and men who are used to roughing 
it, who can stand strenuous work. 

If there is any one in your community 
who measures up to these standards, send 
his name at once to the Library War Serv- 
ice, Library of Congress, Washington, D. C. 


LIBRARY WAR SERVICE. 

War Library Fund. ‘Small contributions 
are still coming in for the war library fund. 
In addition to the contributions of $500 
from Virginia and $50 from Olivia made 
at the time of the book drive, the following 
sums have brought the total of cash con- 
tributions from Minnesota up to $41,031.37. 


RR tg. hee re! $9.00 
re PR ner ere rere 3.00 
Fisher (School District No. 93 

WS OD aves ccecsieteiawmes 5.00 
Fosston (School District No. 

POE POI OO.) .ccccccsscoece 2.55 
Redwood Falls ............6. 4.00 
 .cs5 ga cad eas Rm ROS 2.50 


Food Conservation. At the meeting of 
County Food Administrators held in St. 
Paul, May 7 and 8, 1918, Mr. Hallowell of 
the U. S. Food Administration, brought a 
Message of encouragement and congratu- 
lation on what the organization has ac- 
complished, and paid a tribute to our Min- 
hesota organization and its efficient head, 
Mr. A. D. Wilson. In his talk on What is 
Expected of Minnesota in Food, he made a 
strong appeal for increased production and 
conservation, pointing out the fact that all 
of our surplus has been used, and that the 
Allies and our men at the front must depend 
Upon what we save until the next harvest. 

Miss Baldwin, as state director of library 
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publicity, was asked to speak on the work 
of the library in the discussion on the gen- 
eral topic of Better Understanding. She 
outlined the program which had been laid 
down for libraries, with some of the results 
accomplished, told the county administra- 
tors what helps they ought to get from the 
local public and traveling libraries and 
urged them to include the librarian in their 
local organization. The team as now or- 
ganized comprises the farm, store, home, 
eat shop, school, church and press. Re- 
ports recently received show that a number 
of librarians are already members of the 
county organizations. Since our state is so 
thoroughly organized, and so much work is 
being done through the schools, home dem- 
onstrators and other agencies, the chief 
duty of the library seems to be to co-operate 
with these agents, to collect all possible 
material, make it accessible in convenient 
form for reference and circulation, and see 
that it is used. 

To avoid duplication, and in the interests 
of better service, arrangement was made 
with the State Food Administration for dis- 
tribution of material. The quota required 
by each library has been worked out by the 
library director, and all public libraries in 
the state are now on the regular mailing- 
list and should receive the weekly letter, 
with publications of the U. S. Food Ad- 
ministration as they appear. A new series 
of posters is being issued and will be dis- 
tributed by the library director. Any libra- 
ry which is not adequately supplied with 
material is urged to write to the library 
director, who will make the necessary ar- 
rangements with the Federal Food Admin- 
istration. 


War Savings Stamps. The libraries of 
Minnesota have been drafted into service 
in the War Savings Army, and are expect- 
ed to play an important part in the drive 
which begins June 6th. They are asked 
first, to help by serving as agencies or 
sales stations; second, by displaying post- 
ers and third, by distribution of lit- 
erature. In the small libraries where in- 
vestment of funds in stamps is not feasi- 
ble, arrangements can be made with the 
nearest bank for the establishment of a 
sub-agency, and every library can further 
the drive by displaying the posters and 
distributing the War Savings Primers. 
Reading-lists on thrift and the lives of 





celebrated men who started poor were com- 
piled in Minneapolis as an aid to the cam- 
paigners and such a list may well accom- 
pany the posters. 

The Minneapolis Public Library has a 
flourishing War Savings Society among the 
members of its staff, and the Library Com- 
mission has a 100% membership on its 
small staff. 

Let no librarians say that the ground is 
so well covered by the schools that their 
help is not needed, but willingly do what 
is asked of them in the campaign. 

War Information. All public libraries 
have been placed on the mailing-list of the 
Committee on Public Information, and are 
receiving the official bulletin daily, and 
other pamphlets as they are issued. These 
contain authoritative and readable informa- 
tion and should be called to the attention 
of patrons. In the Red, White and Blue 
series, the National Service Handbook 
(15c), The Battle Line of Democracy, a 
fine collection of patriotic prose and poetry 
(15c) and the War Cyclopedia (25c) are 
mines of useful material. In the War In- 
formation series, the Study of the Great 
War, by Samuel B. Harding, is an excel- 
lent outline for study clubs and classes, 
while the Loyalty Leaflets are designed for 
the busy man or woman who wants the im- 
pertant facts stated simply, briefly and 
forcibly. The map Why Germany Wants 
Peace should be posted in a conspicuous 
place. 

It is of the utmost importance that no 
books or publications which have a suspi- 
cion of being Pro-German or disloyal 
should be on the library shelves. A list of 
such books has been asked for, but none 
has been issued, and the only safe way is 
to remove all books which might be on 
the doubtful list. All books on explosives 
and gas service have been put under the 
ban, and this will include sections in some 
of the cyclopedias and reference books. 

A very direct and personal form of ser- 
vice has been inaugurated in some of the 
Wisconsin libraries by keeping scrap books 
of the “boys who have gone from our 
town”. ‘These contain letters, photographs 
and records of service, and will become 
invaluable as local history material. 


WAR SERVICE OF MINNESOTA 
LIBRARIES. 
Austin. The children have used the 
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library lecture room for entertainments 
given for the benefit of the Red Cross ang 
needy soldiers. 


Chatfield “The bulletin board is used a}. 
most exclusively for the display of war 
material, especially food conservation 
Posters, clippings, cartoons and recipes are 
shown. 

Government bulletins, leaflets, etc, op 
food conservation have been procured, 
some for distribution but most of them 
for circulation. Typewritten copies of re 
cipes are made when necessary. 

There have been frequent calls by the 
teachers and others for the pamphlets is. 
sued by the Committee on Public informa. 
tion, Washington, D. C.” 


Duluth The work of the Food Conserya. 
tion Department is growing in interest and 
value. Telephone calls and personal con- 
sultations are on the increase, food conser. 
vation talks have been given, material fur. 
nished to a local advertising magazine and 
to the daily papers. 


Fairmont. ‘The library cooperates with 
the Woman’s Committee which maintains 
a booth in one of the stores. Material is 
sent there for distribution. This library 
will also assist in the Thrift Stamp drive, 


Hibbing. A dinner was given by the 
merchants of the town in the library club 
rooms to about 125 farmers with talks on 
cooperation, conservation and war gardens. 
The display window on the side walk level 
has been used to advertise exhibits and 
talks in the library, with occasional sai- 
ples of food accompanying the recipe. 


Hutchinson. The library is assisting in 
registration of teachers who are willing to 
render service on farms or in town. 

Little Falls. Official Recipe Books hav 
been sold at ten cents each for the Town 
chairman of the National Council of De 
fense. 

Pamphlets on all war subjects are dis 
tributed through the library, the Red Cross 
work rooms, the schools, the clubs, ete 
The material for the potato campaign was 
passed on to a teacher to be used for 4 
program for a Mother’s day meeting. 

Material on food conservation was dls 
tributed at a meeting of the town chairmel 
of Morrison County to confer with the 
newly appointed county food demonstrator. 
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Luverne. The county food administrator 
called a meeting at the library to perfect 
plans, where the material from the U. S. 
and State Food Administration was con- 
yeniently placed for reference. 


Mankato. The Assembly Room and the 
toilet and cloak-rooms have been turned 
over to the Surgical Dressing Department 
of the Red Cross for as long a period.as 
they wish. 

An exhibit of war posters was held in 
the trustees’ room. The “Stars and 
Stripes,” the official newspaper of the A. 
E. F. published in France, is on file in the 
Reading Room. 

The following items from the Mankato 
“Library ‘Notes” in the daily papers are 
good forms of advertising. 

“Don’t ‘worry about those cut worms. 
Call at the Library for weapons of defense. 
There are bulletins telling all about them. 

And don’t worry about wheat substitutes. 
The library has splendid recipes for potato, 
corn and various other substitutes, a table- 
ful of them. These may be taken out for 
home use.” 


Moorhead. The librarian carried out the 
plans for potato week with a very successful 
exhibit in the post-office. A “home guard” 
of potatoes was displayed with posters, list 
of material and leaflets with potato recipes 
for distribution. 


Mountain Iron. The librarian at Moun- 
tain Iron sent out a circular letter to 
housewives with a list of cook books and 
government ‘bulletins in the library, calling 
attention to the assistance the library was 
prepared to give in meeting the food situa- 
tion. 


Owatonna. A food and garden exhibit 
consisting of posters, books and bulletins 
was placed in the community room during 
Food Conservation week. 

Pine Island. The “potato program” was 
carried out in full by the clubs during 
Child Welfare week, and the librarian se- 
cured a large quantity of food pamphlets 
for distribution at this time. 


St. Cloud. The library obtained for dis- 
tribution 500 copies of the Farmers bulletin 
936, The City and Suburban Vegetable Gar- 
den, through the local congressman, also 
4 supply of University of Minnesota Exten- 
sion Division Bulletin No. 11. A Garden 
for Every Home. 
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St. Paul A ‘branch reading room has 
been opened at Uncle Sam’s Club, the 
down town club house for soldiers and 
sailors. An exhibit of canned greens, both 
wild and cultivated, was arranged by the 
Food Conservation committee in April, fol- 
lowed by an exhibit of foodstuffs contrast- 
ing the thrift of to-day with the extrava- 
gance of yesterday. 

A war information booth has been open- 
ed on the first floor of the library under 
the auspices of the Ramsey County Wom- 
en’s War Organization. Thrift stamps, 
War Savings certificates, Red Cross mem- 
bership buttons and smileage books are 
on sale. Conservation recipes are distri- 
buted, and information on all war service 
is given. 

The library has obtained the cooperation 
of instructors in the high schools and in 
the University and officers in the National 
Security League, in the collection of hero 
stories of the war for use in library story- 
hours. 

The Vikings of today, the last crusade, 
the taking of Jerusalem and Alice Brown’s 
“The Flying Teuton” are good examples of 
subjects and material already suggested. 


WAR ECONOMY IN LIBRARIES. 
By AMY A. LEWIS, Librarian. 
FERGUS FALLS PUBLIC LIBRARY 

With the Great War absorbing us more 
and more day by day economy is no longer 
a theory, but an actual, hard-to«meet fact: 

Economize in everything: ‘“Hooverize” 
in every way: save in money, food, coal, 
daylight and supplies of every descrip- 
tion. Preach the gospel of the clean plate, 
of the Liberty Loan, of the War Thrift 
stamps, of the Red Cross daily, hourly, in- 
cessantly: ‘Such are the needs of the na- 
tion engaged in this great struggle, and 
where does the Library’s place come in, 
in all these efforts? What should be the at- 
titude of the librarian towards these vital 
problems? 

Can we economize in funds with the in- 
cessant calls day after day for Public Ser- 
vice? The Food Administration, the War- 
Savings Association, registration of aliens, 
public information, National War Garden 
Association, Red Cross, French War Relief, 
Camp Libraries, each and all, claim our 
help, and make their several appeals. To 
handle this amount of business requires 





more time, more effort, and above all, more 
patriotism on the part of the librarian. 

A great Public Trust is committed to us 
to-day, and it behooves us, one and all, to 
rise to the occasion as much as within us 
lies—to “do our bit” with all our might and 
main. When the heatless days were s0 
drastically ordered by Dr. Garfield, the 
Fuel Administrator, the schools and public 
libraries were exempted from this order. 
What was the reason? the wisdom of keep- 
ing the children at their studies, and pro- 
viding through the libraries a haven of re 
fuge for the un-employed on their enforced 
holidays. 

The Library’s duties in a community are 
two-fold: the Public, as well as the schools, 
claims its services. Both must receive 
their just due, for the public library of 
to-day must prove itself a “Live Wire” in 
its locality, if it is to justify its existence. 

War economy must come in, it seems 
to me, not in cutting down, but in cutting 
out: eliminating much of the red tape we 
are accustomed to observe. Systematic 
attention to details will surely prove an 
economy. For instance; ordering the 
year’s coal supply early in the summer; 
taking care of the lights; (here, the Day- 
light Saving Bill should prove its value;) 
buying library supplies in larger quanti- 
ties, such as book-cards, borrowers’ cards, 
etc. ink, and blotting-paper; and mending 
supplies of every description. 

Then, in the routine work; primers, 
which wear out so quickly, need not be 
accessioned; fiction need not be catalogued, 
simply shelf-listed; posters, with which we 
are more than amply provided by the vari- 
ous Government Departments, need no 
longer be made; In the Reference depart- 
ment binding the magazines in the Gaylord 
covers proves a tremendous time-saver, as 
it obviates the necessity of handling each 
separate magazine number. A scrap book of 
Patriotic Selections for the use of the 
children saves many a step, to say nothing 
of time and temper. 

To try our utmost to economize in time 
and strength, so that we may bend all our 
energies to make ourselves faithful to our 
highest patriotic duties, to cheer the citi- 
zen soldier on his way, to comfort the 
lonely soul, to guide the little child, to keep 
hearts and minds alive and growing, are 
special duties for us librarians. 





By all means, let us use time-saving de. 
vices, but do not let us cut down on our 


newspapers, magazines, ‘books; no, not 
even on our new Fiction, for that helps 
many a weary brain to recuperate after a 
strenuous day. 

No: let us use common-sense, which ig 
really the most uncommon sense, in order 
that both our money and our time may be 
dedicated, as never before, to the service 
of our GOD, and our Country. 


AMERICANIZATION 
By KATHERINE EVANS BLAKE, 
Chairman of Literature Committee, 
M. F. W. C. 


The survey of the immigrant communi- 
ties of Minnesota, conducted by the Minne 
sota Federation of Women’s Clubs, is pro- 
ducing results that are gratifying and hope. 
ful. The plan is for the members of clubs 
in each district and county to make sym- 
pathetic surveys of the immigrant settle. 
ments in their own ‘neighborhood. The 
resultant information is to be correlated 
for the use of the Americanization Com- 
mitttee of the National Council of Defence, 
Woman’s Division. Much information ab- 
solutely necessary to Americanization and 
which could not be obtained otherwise is 
being gathered by these women, who make 
the inquiries with tact and sympathy and 
neighborly intention. 

The work is bringing to all who engage 
in it a conviction of the power in old-fash- 
ioned neighborliness, such as our mothers 
felt for every family whom they could 
reach, without regard to nationality. The 
reports coming in show a revival of this 
potent spirit and of that other old-fashion- 
ed virtue, pride in the community in which 
one lives and a sense of personal respon: 
sibility for its character. 

The points covered by the survey are, 
besides statistics of population and the 
proportion of foreign-born residents by 
nationalities, the conditions which indicate 
the degree of Americanization of a com: 
munity, such as farm buildings and meth 
ods, domestic customs, organizations—busi- 
ness or social—schools, churches and news 
papers, and the language used in them. 

The reports on home life cover the lang 
uage spoken, the status of the woman in 
the home, her opportunities for learning 
American ways and ideals, health condi- 


160 mae 











tion 
pect 
neig 
help 
in t 
can 
shov 
aspi 
broa 
whe! 
of tl 
and 
ship. 
Tt 
first 
fying 
Th 
Mrs. 
caniz 
furni 
club 
excel 
Mr 
tion 
Exte: 
comn 
piece 
inten 
Thi 
must 
to ¢ 
every 


Pat 
the ) 
cured 
a cop 
state 
list o 
the b 
lic Li 
supple 
cludes 
the p 
year. 

Sch 
the 
lary @ 
for Hi 
son, § 
been j 
publis' 
tion, } 
tribute 
the bi 
Will al 

















tions, etc. The study of home life is ex- 
pected to open the way for constructive 
neighborliness in all the ways women can 
help to enlighten or can serve one another 
in the things that are vital to the Ameri- 
can family life. Reports received also 
show that there is in Minnesota a general 
aspiration and an earnest effort for the 
proader life of true Americanism. Even 
where conditions put obstacles in the way 
of the immigrant, there is the same desire 
and the struggle for understanding citizen- 
ship. 

The tenth and first districts were the 
first to send in reports. Both show grati- 
fying conditions. 

The Litchfield Musical Club, of which 
Mrs. Rodange is president, is doing Ameri- 
canization work through community music, 
furnishing patriotic programs at concerts, 
club sings, and other publiic meetings with 
excellent results. 

Mrs. Trueworthy White, General Federa- 
tion Chairman of Literature and Library 
Extension, calls the survey of immigrant 
communities of Minnesota a_ significant 
piece of splendid work and expresses the 
intention of extending it to other states. 

The survey will arouse an interest which 
must inevitably lead the Federated Clubs 
to continuous Americanization work in 
every community. 


SOME TIMELY AIDS. 

Patriotism, a reading-list published by 
the New York Public Library has been se- 
cured in quantity by the Commission and 
a copy will be sent to any librarian in the 
state on receipt of a post-card. A _ short 
list on War and Patriotism for Children in 
the bimonthly bulletin of the Detroit Pub- 
lic Library, Library Service, April 1, 1918, 
supplements the New York List, as it in- 
cludes books of some interest because of 
the present war, bought during the past 
year. 

School Library Lists. New editions of 
the Minnesota Library Books for Elemen- 
lary and Rural Schools and Library Books 
for High Schools, compiled by Martha Wil- 
son, Supervisor of School Libraries, have 
been issued. The list for High Schools is 


published by the U. S. Bureau of Bduca- 
tion, Bulletin No. 41, 1917 and will be dis- 
tributed to public libraries which receive 
the bulletins of the department. The list 
will also appear as a Minnesota publication 
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and together with the elementary list may 
be obtained by addressing Miss Wilson, at 
the State Department of Education. 

Americanization. In connection with the 
work suggested in the article by Mrs. Blake 
attention is called to the Americanization 
program of the Committee on Women in 
Industry, Council of National Defense, 
Washington, D. C. also to the information 
service of the National Americanization 
Committee, 29 W. 39th St., New York City. 
A number of excellent pamphlets are pub- 
lished by this committee and libraries 
should be on the mailing list. 

Reading Lists. Two new reading courses 
of the Home Education Division of the 
U. S. Bureau of Education are No. 7, Thirty 
world heroes and No. 9, Thirty American 
heroes. They are inspiring reading for the 
times and are worth pushing. 

Conservation Recipes. Have you receiv- 
ed your copy of Conservation Recipes and 
Suggestions, published by the University 
Extension Division, as Bulletin 64? These 
are the recipes which have been thorough- 
ly tried by the Home Economics Division 
and are authoritative. 

Food Posters. The St. Paul Art Institute 
has turned over to the Commission a col- 
lection of 10 food posters which have been 
made by students for use in the St. Paul 
Public Library. These can be loaned to 
any library in the state making application. 
The posters are original in design and very 
artistic and effective. 

Periodicals for the Small Library. A new 
edition of the list revised by F. K. Walter 
has been issued by the A. L. A. Publishing 
Board, and copies will be sent to small li- 
braries in Minnesota by the Library Com- 
mission upon request. It should be con- 
sulted before making up the list for next 
year. 


GARDENING AND CANNING 
FOR MINNESOTA 
Supplementry List, 
By HARRIET W. SEWALL, 
Librarian, College of Agriculture. 
Farmers’ bulletin on Onion culture was 
incorrectly numbered in the March bulletin. 
It should be 354 instead of 344. 
Additional bulletins on gardening which 
can be recommended are as follows:— 
Minnesota Agriculture Extension Division. 
Special bulletin No. 21 School and home 
gardening. 











Indiana Agriculture Experiment Station. 
Circular No. 80 Home garden (Febru- 
ary 1918) 

U. S. Department of Agriculture. 

Farmers’ bulletins. 


No. 856. Control of diseases and insect 
enemies of the home vegetable 
garden. 

No. 879. Home storage of vegetables. 

No. 884. Saving vegetable seeds for the 
home and market garden. 

No. 936. The city and surburban garden. 

No. 937. The farm garden in the North. 


Two books can be especially recommend- 
ed for libraries and should be added to the 
list published in the March Library Notes 
& News: 

Boyle, J. G. Vegetable growing. 
Febiger, Phila. 1917. $2.25. 
Cobb, Ernest. Garden steps. Silver, Bur- 
dett & Co. Boston, 1917. 60c (Good 

small book for amateurs.) 


Lea & 


Bulletins on canning and food preserva- 
tion will soon be in demand. The following 
are recommended as among the best for 
use in this part of the country. 


U. S. Department of Agriculture. 
Farmers’ bulletins. 


No. 8389 Home canning by the one peri- 
od cold pack method. 


No. 841 Drying fruit and vegetables in 
the home. 
No. 881 Preservation of vegetables by 
fermentation and salting. 
Missouri University. Bulletin, Extension 
series 6. Preservation of food in the 
home. 1914. 
New York State College of Agriculture. 
Extension Service. Cornell reading 
course for the farm home. Lesson 113 


Food preservation: a national chal- 


lenge. 1917. 

Powell, Ola. 
‘Successful canning and _ preserving. 
Lippircott, 1917. $2.00. (Recommended 
by Miss Weigley, of the Home Econo- 
mics Division, as the best book on the 
subject.) 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


Saratoga Springs Conference. 
July 1-6 
The program for the Saratoga Springs 
Conference is announced in the A. L. A. 
Bulletin for May, and comprises five gen- 
eral sessions devoted to war service in its 
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various phases, and the usual meetings of 
sections and affiliated bodies. 

The Camp Library symposium, and 
another on What our library is doing to 
help win the war promises to be of immedi. 
ate interest, while the program for July 4 
includes a conference “Sing,” led by one 
of the camp song leaders, reading of his 
poems of the war by Carl Sandburg, the 
Chicago poet, and a patriotic address. 

‘Headquarters will be at the Grand Union 
Hotel (Rates, $5 to $7 per day) and there 
are a number of smaller hotels near by 
with rates from $2.50 to $4 per day, Ameri- 
can plan and rooms from $1 a day up on 
the European plan. 

Under present conditions, it is impossi- 
ble to make announcements as to railroad 
rates or travel arrangements, although it 
is expected that special Pullman cars will 
be run through from Chicago, leaving there 
Sunday, June 30th, LaSalle St. Station, at 
5:30 p. m. reaching Albany at 1:50 p. m. 
next day, and connecting there with D. & 
H. train for Saratoga Springs. Delegates 
from Minnesota are invited to join this 
party and should communicate at once 
with Mr. John F. Phelan, Chicago Public 
Library, in order to secure reservation. 


Membership. 

An effort is being made to increase the 
membership of the A. L. A. as it is felt 
that 3000 members do not adequately re- 
present the 16,000 men and women engaged 
in library work. 

The work of libraries is being recognized 
as never before and it is an opportune time 
for the association to show its organized 
strength and be able to speak authorita- 
tively for the library interests of America. 
It is worth while for any librarian who has 
any professional ambition to become 4a 
member. 


Librarians With the Colors. 

The A. L. A. is preparing a card index 
of every librarian who is in the military 
or naval service of the U. S. or Canada, or 
any of our Allies. All who read this an- 
nouncement are asked to send in the 
names’ of any librarians who are serving. 
Send the information on an ordinary cata 
log card, containing the name (inverted;) 
name of library with which he was connect- 
ed, town and state or province, position he 
held in library; e. g. librarian, cataloger, 
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general assistant, etc; military position 
now held (rank, arm of the service, etc.) 
Mail this card promptly to the American 
Library Association, 78 East Washington 
St. Chicago. 

A service flag will be dedicated at Sara- 
toga Springs, but even more important, the 
A. L. A. wants to keep this Roll of Honor 
as a permanent and valued record, which 
in due time will doubtless be printed. 


SUMMER SCHOOL FOR LIBRARY 
TRAINING. 


June 17 to July 26, 1918 


The announcement of the Summer School 
has been issued, and registration is prac- 
tically complete, with a class of between 
95 and 30. 

Special attention is called to the lectures 
by Harriet Wood, of the School Depart- 
ment, Public Library, Portland, Oregon, 
covering book-selection for school and pub- 
lic libraries, and various phases of school 
library administration. 

It is especially urged that all librarians 
doing county extension work should plan 
to attend during the week of July 15th, 
when the lectures on county libraries will 
be given. The Portland library is one of 
the most successful county libraries in the 
country and Miss Wood will bring many 
valuable and interesting suggestions from 
her experience in this system. A rally of 
all county librarians in the state for round 
table discussions of their problems would 
be most profitable. 

Although the regular summer school of 
the University does not open until June 
24, the library training class will open 
June 17, and all students are expected to 
be present on that date, ready to begin 
work at 8:30 a. m. Classes will be held in 
Room 113, College of Education. 

A list of text books to which frequent 
reference is made is given in the announce- 
ment circular. Students are asked to bring 
their library copies of these whenever pos- 
sible, but should not purchase new copies 
or any supplies until arrival at the school, 
Where all supplies may be procured. Uni- 
form note books will be required, and all 
Stationery and desk supplies will be furn- 
ished at cost. 


Outline of Program. 


Ist week—June 17-21. 
Classification, cataloging, Miss Penrose. 
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Reference work, Miss Wilson. 

Binding & mending, Miss Wilson. 

June 20, Visit Waldorf Bindery. 

2nd & 3rd weeks—June 24-July 6. 
Cataloging, classification, Miss Penrose. 
Book selection, Miss Wood. 
High School library problems, Miss Wood. 
Reference work, Miss Wilson. 

4th week—July 8-12. 
Cataloging, classification, Miss Penrose. 
Elementary school library problems, Miss 
Wood. 
Administration, Miss Baldwin, Miss Wil- 
son. 

5th week—July 15-19. 
Cataloging, classification, Miss Penrose. 
Children’s work, Miss Wood. 
July 16-19 County extension, Miss Wood. 
July 19—Exhibit and conference for su- 
perintendents. 

6th week—dJuly 22-26. 

Cataloging, Miss Penrose. 

Administration, Miss Wilson. 


July 25. Examination. 


MINNESOTA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


A meeting of the executive board of the 
Minnesota Library Association was held in 
the Library Commission office on March 
19th, when the tentative program for the 
fall meeting was outlined. 

The meeting will be held at Mankato 
September 26-28, 1918. War service will 
be the theme and it is expected that the 
best available speaker on the war will be 
secured for the public meeting. 

While some ‘people have questioned the 
advisability of holding conventions during 
the war, the members of the committee 
were unanimous in the decision that the 
inspiration gained by discussion of new 
problems would make the meeting worth 
while. Libraries are being tried in the 
present crisis and if they are not prepared 
to meet the demands, it is time for them 
to wake up. The program is designed to 
arouse librarians and library boards to a 
realization of their opportunity to have a 
part in winning the war. 

As it is some time since a meeting was 
held in Southern Minnesota, a large atten- 
dance from that section is anticipated. Let 
us look upon the meeting as a patriotic 
rally for better war service, and make a 
special effort to attend. 














The outline of the program is as follows. 


September 26th 
Afternoon—Registration. 
Discussion of needed library legislation. 
County library law. 
Certification of librarians. 
Appointment of committees. 


Evening—Dinner or Informal reception. 
Americanization. 


September 27th 
Morning—Library War Service. 


Round table conducted by 
Stevens, Virginia. 
Food conservation. 
Red Cross. 
Americanization. 
Local history. 
War economies. 
Advertising and display of war books 
and other war material. 
Other war services. 


Address on 


Miss Grace 


Librarians and Social Sense, Miriam E. 
Carey, Librarian, State Board of Con- 
trol. 


Afternoon. 

War slides shown by Miss Marie A. 
Todd, Art Dept. Minneapolis P. L. 
Exhibit of war photographs and posters. 

Local History Exhibit—C. E. Graves, 
Librarian, State Historical Library. 
Evening. 
Public lecture on the war—Speaker to 
be announced. 
September 28th 


Morning. 
Business session. 
Adjournment. 


CLARA BALDWIN LIBRARY CLUB. 

At a meeting of the Clara Baldwin 
Library Club which was held at Mt. Iron 
Public Library on Wednesday, Feb. 27, the 
following program was given: 


Roll call answered by book reviews 

a es Miss Frost, Hibbing 
Movie slides..... Miss Lewis, Chisholm 
Staff meetings....Miss Prall, Keewatin 


At a business meeting presided over by 
Miss Hickman, the club voted that the sec- 
retary should Ve instructed to write to our 





representatives in 


Congress 


protesting 
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against the zone system of postage on peri. 
odicals. 

The Club met in Virginia Public Library 
on Wednesday, March 20 at 10 o’clock. 

Letters from Senators Kellogg and Nel. 
son and Representative Miller concerning 
the law providing for the zone system of 
postage on periodicals were read, and a 
letter from Miss Dorothy House was reaq 
assigning to the club as its war orphan 
Yvonne Fontenelle of Jarnages (Creuse) 
France, who was born March 30, 1913. 

The secretary was instructed to write 
to Miss Baldwin explaining freight shipping 
facilities on the Range and to ask if each 
Range town could not ship books for the 
camp libraries direct to Duluth and pre. 
pare its own books. 

The program for the morning was as fol- 
lows: 


Roll call answered by book reviews. 


The Clara Baldwin Library Club met at 
10 a. m. in the rooms of the School and 
Public Library, Keewatin, April 24. 

A discussion of the matter of forwarding 
soldiers’ books followed the reading of Miss 
Baldwin’s letter. 

Miss Hammond, Secretary-Treasurer of 
the club, presented through Miss Hurlbert, 
her statement of club finances. 

On motion the report, which follows was 
accepted. 


On hand Oct. 1, 1917........ $ 2.77 
Received from dues......... 6.00 
Recd. from subscriptions to 

ig a” pent ra 83.75 
Pd. to Armenian Relief...... 60.00 
Pd. to French orphan........ 9.50 
On hand in general fund.... 8.77 
On hand in orphan fund..... 14.25 

Miss Kerr presented Miss Wright’s list 


of war books for boys and girls, supple 
mented with her suggestions. Miss Frost 
contributed to the @iscussion also. 

Miss Peterson furnished lists of war lit- 
erature in the Virginia Library. 

It was the feeling of the club that its 
meetings should continue through the sum- 
mer months, and such vote was put on re 
cord. 

Ruth E. Hammond, 
Secretary. 
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TWIN CITY LIBRARY CLUB. 
The annual spring meeting of the Twin 
rary | city Library Club was held at the St. Paul 
‘ pyblic Library on the evening of May 21st 
Nel. | ith a hundred members present. 

ing Miss Mary Wadden, of St. Paul, delight- 
1 of | fy entertained the audience by reading 
La four of Constance Mackay’s one act plays 
‘ead of eighteenth century life. 

han Official war slides were shown by Miss 
se) Edah Burnett of the St. Paul Public Libra- 
ry, followed by a social hour and retresh- 


rite ments. 

ing Amy Cowley, 

ach Secretary. 
the 

re- LAKE REGION LIBRARY CLUB. 


The Lake Region Library Club was suc- 
fol: cessfully launched at its first annual meet- 
ing in Alexandria, Monday, May 27th, with 
a small, but enthusiastic attendance of 15, 
representing eight libraries. 

l Mr, G. A. Kortsch, president of the Alex- 
andria library board, welcomed the guests, 
heartily commending the organization as 
at | one which promised to be of real value to 
nd the libraries. His statement that library 
boards should pay the librarian’s expenses 
Dg | to the local meetings as well as to the 
iss state meetings met with hearty approval. 
The constitution and by-laws were adopt- 
of ed, providing for an annual meeting, mem- 
rt, bership open to librarians and library trus- 
tees in the district and a membership fee 
a8 of fifty cents. 

Miss Clara F. Baldwin, director of the 
Library Commission, led the discussion on 
“What are we doing to win the war?” 

She reviewed the success of the cam- 
paigns for money and books for the sol- 
diers’ libraries, 'and problems of transpor- 
tation were discussed. The work for the 
food campaign was dwelt upon as of first 
importance, and those present compared 


at notes as to distribution and care of mater- 
e- jal, exhibits and cooperation with other lo- 
at cal agencies. Mrs. Brick reported that she 


had sold over 400 copies of the official re- 
t- cipe book, published by the Illinois Council 
of Defense, at six cents, its actual cost. 
8 Miss McCubrey reported a very successful 
1- exhibit during potato week, and Mrs. Blanch- 
.- ard and Miss McCubrey had both been 
made members of the local committees. 

The use of the publications of the Com- 
mittee on Public Information was taken up 
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and ways of arousing patriotism through 
the atmosphere of the library, display of 
the flag, pushing the literature of this sub- 
ject, and cooperating with the schools. 

In addition it was agreed that the usual 
activities of the library must not be ne- 
glected and that the work with children 
should be emphasized more than ever, 
since their activities more nearly approach 
the normal than those of any other group of 
people. 

It was agreed that libraries in small 
towns might serve as agencies for War 
Saving Stamps through arrangement with 
some local bank, and that they could fur- 
ther the campaign by distribution of litera- 
ture and reading-lists on thrift. 

In all war work, co-operation with other 
agencies was urged as the first essential, 
and the importance of mobilizing the li- 
brary resources for the benefit of every in- 
dividual and organization in the community 
in patriotic service. 

The visiting librarians were entertained 
at luncheon at The Alexandria by the libra- 
ry board, after which an automobile ride 
around the city and its beautiful surround- 
ing country was greatly enjoyed. 

At two-thirty the session was resumed, 
when Miss Lewis read a brief paper on 
War Economy in the Library, which is 
printed on page 149 of this bulletin. The 
paper stimulated a lively discussion, especi- 
ally on the question of binding magazines. 

Miss Ethel McCubrey, Moorhead, led the 
discussion on New books of the past year 
which have been found most useful. Miss 
McCubrey stated that the problem of book- 
selection at the present time was that of 
choosing from the deluge of books publish- 
ed those that show evidence of permanent 
worth and honesty of purpose, or have a 
direct appeal to some human need created 
or emphasized by the war. 

Among the books on war conditions, 
Clarke’s American Women and the World 
War (A. L. A. Book-list, May 1918) was 
mentioned as a most useful tool for stu- 
dents preparing essays as well as to the 
various organizations. The Food Problem 
by Kellogg and Taylor of the U. S. Food 
Administration had been used by the local 
food administrators and as a help in writ- 
ing newspaper notes on this problem. 

The most popular books to-day are the 
personal narratives of the war, and of these 











Empey’s Over the Top has led in circula- 
tion. (Holding the line, by Baldwin, A Yan- 
kee in the trenches, and Private Peat 
come next in popularity, while Seeger’s 
Letters and Diary has more literary merit. 
The Adventures and Letters of Richard 
Harding Davis has been widely read, and 
has stimulated an interest in his earlier 
books. 

Among the novels with the background 
of the war, My Country by George B. 
Brown, Salt of the Earth by Sidgwick are 
above the average in merit, while for read- 
ers who wish to get away from the war, 
Calvary Alley by Rice and Wishing-Ring 
Man by Margaret Widdemer are found 
pleasant reading. 

Of the war poetry, War Poems by X has 
been popular, as well as the Rhymes of a 
Red-Cross man, by Service and the Treas- 
ury of War Poetry, ed. by Clarke (Booklist, 
Januery 1918) is a useful collection. 

From the children also has ‘come the de- 
mand for war books and The Flag, by Hom- 
Greene, has proved popular among both 
boys and girls. Georgine Faulkner’s Red 
Cross Stories for Children has been used 
teachers to instruct the children as to 

organization and show them why it 
is their duty as Americans to help this 
great work. The Little Book of the Flag, 
by Tappan, is very useful to give the true 
history of the flag, its etiquette and selec- 
regarding it. Nida’s ‘Story of the 
World War for Young People has been 
found a useful book for teachers who are 
required to teach the subject without neces- 
sary preparation. Newbolt’s Tales of the 
is recommended as authorita- 
and had proven of interest to the 
young people. The Belgian Twins, the lat- 
est one in this always popular series, is 
based on actual experience of children, and 
the gruesome features. Bassett’s 
of Sugar, with the stories 
cof cotton, lumber, ete. has been useful in 


er 


by 


this 


tions 


Great War 


tive 


omits 
Story uniform 
school work. Among popular girls’ books 
are Seaman’s Girl Next Door, a mystery 
story, and The Heart of Isabel Carleton, by 
Ashmun, a sequel to Isabel Carleton’s Year 
and both unnsually wholesome in tone. 

Mrs. Jones, of Brainerd, led the discus- 
sion, and all librarians present added com- 
ments on titles of books which had been 
found useful or otherwise. 
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Mrs. Brick, of St. Cloud, spoke on Pub. 
licity that has brought results, saying that 
“The principles that govern the SuCCegs. 
ful administration of a library are precise 
ly the same as those that underlie any 
successful business or professional prac: 
tice. One must know what the public 
wants, and one must continue to let the 
public know that one has what it wants, 
The next step is to accord the public the 
necessary service in the way it wants it, 

The newspapers are the warmest allies 
in getting the library before the people ang 
short notices repeated frequently, prefer. 
ably in the society column bring better 
and quicker results than the editorials or 
longer article. This was found to be true 
in the garden seed and free lot campaign, 
in the book campaign and most conspicv- 
ously in the sale of the official recipe cook 
book. People telephoned for these while 
the paper was still wet from the press, 
Another very active means of getting in 
formation into the homes is through the 
schools. The cooperation between school 
and library is so complete that a telephone 
message to the principals of the various 
buildings, will spread the required notice 
in every home in the city. It was agreed 
that best results were obtained when the 
librarian prepared her own copy, rather 
than by giving information to a reporter, 

Before leaving the guests were entertain- 
ed at supper by Mrs. McCord. 

The discussions were informal and very 
practical, and all went home feeling that 
the librarians of the district had been 
brought nearer together, and full of enthu- 
siasm for the future work of the club. 
Mrs. Blanchard, of Little Falls, was reelect- 
ed president, Mrs. Brick, of St. Cloud, sec 
retary, and Mrs. McCord of Alexandria was 
made Vice-president. 

Those present were:—Alexandria—Mrs. 
Margaret McCord, librarian, Mrs. Florence 
Hicks, former librarian, G. A. Kortsch, Mrs. 
J. J. Volker, Mrs. W. R. Sundblad, members 
of the board; Brainerd—Mrs. Clara T. 
Jones; Fergus Falls—Amy A. Lewis, M 
Jane Featherston, Gyda V. Baglo; Little 
Falls—Mrs. Jenny Lind Blanchard; Moor 
head—Ethel S. McCubrey; Pelican Rapids— 
Myra Ward; St. Cloud—Mrs. Marie B 
Brick; Sauk Center—Eva M. Davis; Minne 
sota Library Commission—Clara F. Balé 
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HISTORICAL BUILDING DEDICATION. 

The new building of the Minnesota His- 
torical ‘Society was dedicated May 11th at 
the close of a three day session of the 
Mississippi Valley Historical Association. 

Exercises were held in the reading room 
in the afternoon at three o’clock, with brief 
addresses by Ralph Wheelock, of the State 
poard of Control, charged with the erection 
of the building, State Supt. C. G. Schulz, 
who spoke in place of the Governor, 
Gideon S. Ives, President of the Society, 
Benjamin F. Shambaugh, Supt. of the State 
Historical ‘Society of Iowa, Warren Upham, 
Archeologist of the Society, and Solon J. 
Buck, its ‘Superintendent. The building 
was thrown open for inspection and was 
effectively decorated with palms and flags. 
The dedicatory address was given in the 
evening by Prof. Frederick J. Turner, of 
Harvard University, on Middle Western 
Pioneer Democracy. 

An article in the Library Journal for 
May, by C. Edward Graves, the present li- 
prarian, gives an interesting account of 
moving the collection from the Capitol to 
the new building, as well as of the con- 
struction of the building and the library 
resources of the society. 

In the attractive and convenient new 
quarters, the value of the collections can 
be more fully appreciated and the library 
js entering upon a period of much wider 
uefulness to the state at large. 





STUDY CLUB NOTES. 


The Commission has made arrangements 
to purchase a portion of the Wilson Pack- 
age Library, which has been operated in 
Minneapolis for a number of years. This 
will greatly augment its collection of ref- 
erence material for debates, essays and 
club papers. The material will be turned 
over during the summer so that it will be 
ready for use in the fall. 

The director of the Commission attended 
the district club meetings of the first dis- 
trict at Lake City; of the third at Winth- 
rop; of the ninth at Detroit; and of the 
seventh at Glenwood and spoke on Libraries 
and War Service. An exhibit of the food and 
garden posters and pamphlets, and the war 
information series of leaflets and pamph- 
lets was shown to illustrate the ways in 
which libraries may help in patriotic ser- 
vice. 

Owing to the intensive war work and 
the interest in current affairs many study 
clubs of the state have not reserved club 
libraries for next year. So far 34 libraries 
have been reserved, which is only a third 
of the number sent out last year. Alaska 
and American literature are the favorite 
subjects. Many clubs will study the war 
and current social problems and will use 
the package libraries instead of the regular 
club libraries because of the up-to-date ma- 
terial to be found in the current magazines 
and pamphlets. Following is a list of sub- 
jects still available. 





Africa 

American literature 

Architecture 

Art, American, French, Greek, Italian, Ro- 
man or Spanish 

Arts and Crafts 

Bible 

Birds 

Canada 

Child Study 

China 

Civics 

Drama 

England—History or Travel 

English literature 

Buropean war 

Polk songs 

France 

French literature 

Greece 


Home |economics 


Hygiene 
Immigration 
Ireland & Wales 
Italian cities 
Italian literature 
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Japan 
Mexico 
Minnesota 
Missions 
Music 
Mythology 
Nature 
Netherlands 
Norway, Sweden & Denmark 
Opera 
Palestine 


Painting, American, Dutch & (Flemish, Eng- 
lish, French or Italian 


Poetry, Modern 

Rome 

Russia 

Seandinavian literature 
Scotland - 
Sculpture 

Social problems 

South America 

Spain 

Switzerland 


U. S. History or Travel 
West Indies 

Woman 

Woman suffrage 








PERSONAL. 


Miss- Miriam E. Carey has been appoint- 
ed field director of all hospital library 
work in Tennessee, North and South Caro- 
lina, Georgia, Florida and Alabama. Her 
headquarters will be at Atlanta. She has 
been given leave of absence by the Board 
of Control until the end of the year. 


Miss Martha Wilson, Supervisor of 
School Libraries, has returned from her 
leave of absence, during which she has had 
charge of Woodland Branch of the Cleve- 
land Public Library. ‘At the close of the 
Minnesota Summer School, Miss Wilson 
will go to Columbia University to give a 
course in school library work in their sum- 
mer school. 


Miss Jeanne Griffin, in charge of the So- 
cial Science Room, at the St. Paul Public 
Library, left April lst to become assistant 
librarian at Kalamazoo, Michigan. 


Miss Anna L. Gates succeeded Miss Grif- 
fin May 1st. Miss Gates was a student in 
Western Reserve Library School and has 
been a member of the Cleveland Library 
staff and assistant librarian in the State 
Normal School at Valley City, N. D. 


Miss Emma A. Backe, librarian at Thief 
River Falls, was married May 15th to Mr. 
Gaston Ward of Thief River Falls. Miss 
Gena Granum, who has been assistant for 
more than a year succeeds her as librarian. 


Miss Mary L. Southworth has been elect- 
ed librarian at Northfield to succeed Miss 
Jennie Lasby, who will make her home in 
California. 


Miss Louise Sias, librarian at Nashwauk, 
resigned to accept a position in the public 
library at Detroit, Mich. 


Miss Margaret Gilpin, who has been desk 
assistant at the Hibbing Public Library, 
has become librarian at Nashwauk. 


Miss Hazel Laing, who has had charge 
of the extension work at Hibbing, takes 
Miss Gilpin’s place at the desk, and Miss 
Bernice Smith, formerly assistant at the 
Moorhead Normal will succeed Miss Laing. 


Miss Mary McQuaid, librarian at Fair- 


bury, Nebraska, has been serving for three 
months as a temporary assistant in the 
Chisholm Public Library. 
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Miss Charlotte Clarke, of Hudson, Wis,, 
Western Reserve Library School, 1918, hag 
been elected children’s librarian at Chis. 
holm. 


Miss Inez Benedict, lof Carthage, Mig. 
souri, Pratt Institute Library School, 1918 
who has had several years experience ip 
the Carthage library, has been elected chij. 
dren’s librarian at Eveleth, and will as- 
sume her duties July 1st. 


The Misses Blanche E. McKown, Helen 
Rugg and Martha Hobe, of the St. Pay 
Public Library staff and Miss Helene Peck, 
of Minneapolis have gone to Washington to 
take government positions. 


William J. Hamilton, formerly assistant 
in the Minneapolis Public Library, of late, 


assistant librarian in the Carnegie Library. 


at Washington, D. C., has been appointed 
Secretary of the Indiana Library Commis. 
sion. 


The death of Mrs. G. O. Welch of Fergus 
Falls is a great loss to the entire state ay 
well as to her own community. ‘She was 
for many years a member of the library 
board and was a leading spirit in all civic 
affairs. 


Miss Sadie Fuller, secretary and member 
of the library board at Little Falls since 
the library ,was established, has had a 
paralytic stroke and is in a serious condi- 
tion. 


Miss Annie Vose, for many years an 4as- 
sistant in the library of the Historical So- 
ciety, died on May 14th of heart failure. 


NEWS OF MINNESOTA LIBRARIES. 


During the ‘period of ‘the war there will 
be a separate column in the bulletin for 
Library War Service, so that a large pro- 
portion of the news notes will be found 
under that heading. 

Items of news for this column are solic- 
ited from all libraries in’ the state. ‘They 
should be sent| to the Director of the Com- 
mission by the 15th of the month preceding 
each issue of the bulletin, which appears 
quarterly in March, June, September and De- 
cember. 

Alexandria. The late Major Fred von 
Baumbach of Alexandria, bequeathed to the 
Alexandria Public Library his fine collec 
tion of books consisting of 386 volumes. 


Austin. The librarian has given talks on 
book-selection to the pupils. 
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Browns Valley. The differences between 
the library board and the contractors hav- 
ing been amicably adjusted, the building 
has been accepted, and will soon be ready 
for occupancy. 


puhl. The opening of the Buhl library 
has been delayed owing to difficulty in se- 
curing material, but the ‘building is practic- 
ally completed and will be open for use 
early in the summer. 


Chisholm. The attendance at the new 
men’s reading room increased by 300 per- 
sons during the month of April over the 
month of March. 


Cloquet. Plans for an addition to the 
pbuilding are being considered, to enlarge 
the children’s room and book room on the 
frst floor and provide for a meeting or 
club room in the basement. 


Duluth, A branch of the library has 
been opened in the new Lester Park School, 
open every afternoon and three evenings 
each week. 


Eveleth. A down town saloon building 
has been leased for a men’s reading room. 


Grand Meadow. The Public Library has 
been removed to the fine new school house. 


Hibbing. A gift of a Mexican eagle has 
been sent to the library by two officers of 
their company at Camp Cody. 


Jackson. The Woman’s Relief Corps has 
presented a beautiful silk flag to the library. 


Litchfield. The city council has increased 
the library appropriation by $200 to be 
available January Ist. 


Mankato. All the public school children 
from the third grade up have visited the 
library in groups, receiving instruction in 
library ethics, the arrangement of books on 
the shelves, the care of books, the use of 
indexes and tables of contents and the use 
of the card catalog. To the High School 
students were added lessons in the use of 
magazines, pamphlets and bulletins and the 
relationship of the card catalog and Read- 
ers guide to all these things. Each group 
Was also given a period for practical ex- 
Perience in finding references. 


Minneapolis. The library prepared a list 
of books entitled Save the children, which 
was widely distributed during Child Wel- 
fare Week. The exhibit of the Junior Coun- 









































cil for National Defense was held at the 
main library, and a permanent exhibit will 
probably be maintained there by this or- 
ganization. 

An exhibit of bird houses was displayed 
in the children’s department of the library 
the first week in April under the auspices 
of the Boy Scouts, with co-operation of the 
Audubon ‘Society and the library. Cash 
prizes totalling $100 were distributed, and 
nearly 100 houses were shown. 

Pine Island. An art exhibit of 125 pic- 
tures from Beard Art Galleries, Minneapolis, 
was held in the library under the auspices 
of the three women’s clubs. There was an 
attendance of 880 people, 22 pictures were 
sold, and each club will present a picture 
to the library valued at about $25 each. 

Royalton. The library has been removed 
to the offices of Drs. Watson and McGon- 
agle, where it will be open daily from 10 
a. m. to 5 p. m. under the supervision of 
Miss Helen Sjoberg. 


St. Cloud. A valuable set of the Encyclo- 
pedia of Engineering has been presented to 
the library by F. J. Thielman. 


St. Louis Park. Lectures with lantern 
slides were given at the library during 
February and March. In February the sub- 
jects were History of our Flag, Life of Lin- 
coln and the Story of Noah’s ark. In March 
the pictures were of Yellowstone Park and 
the N. P. Scenic route, with a talk by two 
boys who had “hiked” through the park 
pushing their camp outfit on a little two- 
wheeled cart. 


St. Paul. The heads of departments have 
organized a library council which is to ad- 
vise as to the management of the library. 

The annual bird guessing contest was 
held in April, with book prizes given by 
the Humane Society. 137 children entered. A 
similar contest in flower identification was 
conducted in May, the prizes given by the 
Home Garden Club. Diedrich Lange, prin- 
cipal of Mechanics Arts High School, and 
A. G. Perkins, school gardening supervisor, 
conducted parties of children on hikes after 
school and ‘Saturday afternoons to teach 
them flower lore. 

Exhibits in the art room have included 
photographs shown by the Professional 
Photographer’s Section of the St. Paul In- 
stitute, decorations by C. Bertram Hartman 
of New York, paintings by G. A. Beneker, 
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Provincetown, Mass., and a collection of the 
paintings of Jonas Lie. 

The ‘Schubert Club has transferred to the 
library its collection of over 2,000 pieces of 
music. 

The library has completed an index to 
the ordinances of the City of St. Paul; 1906- 
1917. Three copies of the index have been 
made, one for the city clerk, one for the 
Corporation Counsel, and one for the So- 
cial Science Room. 

Recent Library publications: 

Patriotism and the war: a reading list 
for use in elementary schools. 10 p. 

Eeautify your home. 6 p. A list on 
architecture and house decoration. 

Gardening. 6 p. Vegetable, flower and 
landscape gardening, etc. 





Twenty-five ways a girl can earn money, 
6 p. 
Vocations for boys. 6 p. 


Virginia. Owing to the crowded congj. 
tion of the main floor, the children’s room 
will be removed to the former club room 
in the basement, and the use of the down 
town reading-room will be turned over to 
the Red Cross. 


Waterville. The levy of a one-mill tax 
for the public library was submitted to vote 
at the April election. 


Wayzata. The public library was chosen 
by Miss Cloud, in charge of county exten. 
sion of the Minneapolis Public Library, ag 
the model library in the county to be visited 
by the training class. 














